Paradoxical pulmonary embolism secondary to aortocaval fistula: diagnosis by helical CT.
Spontaneous aortocaval fistula is an unusual but well recognized complication of abdominal aortic aneurysm. Reports of aortocaval fistula as the source of pulmonary embolism are rare. We report a case of paradoxical pulmonary embolism secondary to an aortocaval fistula. The abdominal aortic aneurysm and the associated aortocaval fistula were well demonstrated on helical CT, leading to early diagnosis and prompt surgical treatment with good clinical outcome.